X46	NADIR  SHAH
In the afternoon of the loth Dhu'l-Hijja Nadir went to the Emperor's
quarters, to return his visit of the day before. Towards the close of the
day, after the Shah had returned to his own palace, wild rumours became
current in the city that he had met with an untimely end ; other reports
were that he had been seized and imprisoned by order of the Emperor.1
No one took the trouble to see whether there was any foundation for these
rumours,2 which spread with the rapidity of lightning through the crowded
streets and bazaars. Mobs speedily collected and, carried away by
excitement, began to attack those of the Qizilbash troops who were in
the town. These rumours and disturbances, which were to have such
appalling consequences, are said to have arisen in the following way8:
at noon that day Tahmasp Khan Jalayir dispatched some mounted
nasagchis to the Paharganj granaries, which are situated to the south-west
of the city, with orders to open them and to settle the price at which the
corn was to be sold. The nasagchis duly carried out their orders, but the
price which they fixed, namely, ten sirs for one rupee, so exasperated the
corn-dealers that they caused a mob to assemble. This mob then attacked
and killed the nasagchis together with some other Persian soldiers who
had come to purchase corn. The instigators of the attack then spread
a report that Nadir had been cast into prison, and others said that he
had been poisoned. In their progress through the city, these reports
became more and more distorted and fantastic, and " foolish persons with
arms and equipment having collected together, created a disturbance."4
Many of the Qizilbash troops, walking singly or in pairs in the narrow
streets, were taken entirely by surprise and fell an easy prey to their
assailants. The Indian writer Muhammad Bakhsh " Ashub") was
having his evening meal in his house near the Kabul gate when he heard
" a noise like the tumult of the Last Day " ; on mounting to the roof
to see what was happening, he witnessed Qizilbash soldiers being set
upon and cut down by bands of men belonging to Sa'adat Khan's army,
most of whom came from Kabul and Peshawar, who were seeking to avenge
the slaughter of their fellow-countrymen at Karnal.6 When the Persian
1 It is said in the Siyar (pp. 474 and 475) that some Indians asserted that Nadir had died, and
others stated that he had been lolled by two of the Emperor's Qalmuq women guards.
According to de Vonlton (op. til., p. 237) " four young Omhras (i.e., Umara) of ordinary
rank (de naibreta ordinaria), having become intoxicated at eight in. the evening, spread
the rumour that the Emperor had killed Nadir Shah with a blow." See also Anand Ram,
174 (a).
* Shaikh Hazin, p. 298.
»Mirza Zaman, in Fraser, pp. 180-181. It is also stated in the Bayan, fol. 24 (b), that the disturb-
ance began in the Paharganj quarter.
•Siyar, p. 474. According to Ashub, the disturbance began when " three or four gharis of the
day remained," Le., between one hour and 12 minutes and one hour and 36 minutes before
sunset. (A ghari is equivalent to 24 minutes).
*Aefeab> Vol. H, pp. 299-303.

